
 

History 
Vocabulary 

  

 Family Changes over time Communities Settings, characters and events 
  

EYFS Substantive Concepts: Culture 
 
Subject-specific vocabulary: family tree, parents, 
grandparents, brother, sister, aunt, uncle, cousin, 
same, different 

Substantive Concepts: Growth 
 
Subject-specific vocabulary: old, new, past, ago, photograph, 
baby 

Substantive Concepts: Society (will become Civilisation 
in later years) 
 
Subject-specific vocabulary: church, mosque, 
synagogue, Leeds Castle, museum, Mayor 

Substantive Concepts: Culture 
 
Subject-specific vocabulary: yesterday, a long time 
ago, before, today, then, now, when 
(parents/grandparents) were little, old, new 

  

 Toys of the Past The Gunpowder Plot   
  

Year 1 Substantive Concepts: Technology, Invention 
 
Subject-specific vocabulary: era, generation, 
handmade, similarity, difference, mechanical, 
machines 

Substantive Concepts: Crime and Punishment, Monarchy 
 
Subject-specific vocabulary: significant, national, global, 
commemorate, anniversary, remembrance, parliament, 
monarchy, Guy Fawkes, London, Houses of Parliament 

  

  

 Great Fire of London Local study (Maidstone) Lives of significant individuals Travel and Transport 
  

Year 2 Substantive Concepts: Monarchy, Civilisation, 
Industry 
 
Subject-specific vocabulary: bakery, London, River 
Thames, Samuel Pepys, diary, eye-witness, St 
Paul’s Cathedral 

Substantive Concepts: Industry, Technology, Civilisation, Culture 
 
Subject-specific vocabulary: local, impact, museum, buildings, 
town centre, shops 

Substantive Concepts: Technology, Culture, Trade, 
Invention: 
 
Subject-specific vocabulary: contribution, national, 
international, achievements, astronaut, nurse, explorer, 
inventor 

Substantive Concepts: Industry, Invention, Technology 
 
Subject-specific vocabulary: carriage, steam engine, 
electric car, petrol, railway, motor 

  

 Ancient Egyptians Stone Age to Iron Age Changes in technology  
  

Year 3 Substantive Concepts: Empire, Alliance, 
Civilisation, Trade, Tax, Culture 
 
Subject-specific vocabulary: mummification, 
papyrus, Pharaoh, sarcophagus, pyramids, 
afterlife, tomb 

Substantive Concepts: Settlement, Migration, Technology, 
Trade, Civilisation 
 
Subject-specific vocabulary: Palaeolithic, Mesolithic, Neolithic, 
BC, AD, artefact, archaeologist, hunter-gatherers, tribes, 
Stonehenge, Skara Brae, hill forts 

Substantive Concepts: Technology, Trade, Industry, 
Invention 
 
Subject-specific vocabulary: social media, telephone, 
microphone, television, camera, headphones, computer, 
radio, games console, mobile phone, dishwasher, 
refrigerator, washing machine, tumble drier, lightbulb, 
air conditioning, heating, indoor plumbing, medicine, 
transplants, x-ray, MRI, vaccination 

 

  

 The Vikings The Romans   
  

Year 4 Substantive Concepts: Migration, Invasion, Trade, 
Civilisation 
 
Subject-specific vocabulary: Archaeology, 
artefact, conquer, invade, kingdom, longboat, 
monastery, Pagans, raiders, gods/goddesses 

Substantive Concepts: Invasion, Civilisation, Trade, Empire, Tax, 
Culture 
 
Subject-specific vocabulary: aqueduct, basilica, Colosseum, 
gladiator, slave, legion 

  

  

 The Victorians Ancient Greece Anglo-Saxons and Scots  
  

Year 5 Substantive Concepts: Monarchy, Industry, 
Migration, Civilisation 
 
 

Substantive Concepts: Civilisation, Empire, Trade, Tax 
 
 

Substantive Concepts: Migration, Invasion, Trade, 
Civilisation 
 
 

 



Topic-specific vocabulary: workhouse, 
schoolroom, slum, multiculturalism, engineering, 
Industrial Revolution 

Topic-specific vocabulary: democracy, city states, architecture, 
government, philosophy, Olympic Games, Parthenon, Acropolis 

Topic-specific vocabulary: archaeology, artefact, Angles, 
Saxons, Jutes, Picts, Sutton Hoo 

  

 World War II Salem Witch Trials History of Engineering/Technological 
advances in medicine 

Crime and Punishment 

        

Year 6 Substantive Concepts: Empire, Monarchy, 
Civilisation, Rebellion 
 
Subject-specific vocabulary: air-raid, shelter, 
Allies, Axis Powers, blitz, Fascism, Nazi, holocaust, 
propaganda, evacuation, persecution 

Substantive Concepts: Crime and Punishment, Rights, Empire  
 
Subject-specific vocabulary: oppression, accusation, Puritan, 
hysteria, heresy, banish 

Substantive Concepts: Technology, Invention, Trade, 
Industry 
 
Subject-specific vocabulary: Florence Nightingale, Mary 
Seacole, Crimean War, vaccination, surgery, transplants, 
x-ray, MRI, National Health Service, DNA, penicillin  

Substantive Concepts: Crime and Punishment, Rights, 
Civilisation 
 
Subject-specific vocabulary: confess, defendant, 
guilty, innocent, judge, jury, law, sentence, trial, 
verdict, victim, witness, charge, attorney, prosecution, 
defence 

 


